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BOROUGH  OF  AYLESBURY 


Public  Health  Department, 
Municipal  Offices, 

Friars  Square, 

Aylesbury. 

June,  1971 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

One  of  the  difficulties  in  these  days  of  rapid  change  is  that  by  the  time 
the  Annual  Report  is  published  events  have  taken  place  which  make  one’s 
comments  seem  quite  out  of  date.  We  have  had  two  Green  Papers  on  the  future 
structure  of  the  National  Health  Service,  the  first  produced  in  1968  and  the 
second  in  1970,  and  the  third  is  expected  shortly.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  it  will  propose  any  radical  changes  in  the  structure  as  already  out- 
lined. Only  one  firm  fact  of  the  Government’s  intentions  has  emerged  so  far; 
that  the  introduction  of  the  new  service  will  coincide  with  the  implementation 
of  the  re-organisation  of  Local  Government  on  1st  April,  1974,  which  in  itself 
will  involve  major  changes. 

To  those  of  us  who  work  in  Health  Departments  of  Local  Authorities 
these  uncertainties  can  be  unsettling,  but  the  work  which  we  do  must  be  carried 
on  because  it  is  vital  to  the  maintenance  of  public  health  and  equally  clearly, 
will  have  to  be  carried  on  in  the  future  no  matter  what  new  structure  emerges 

or  whatever  additional  new  roles  we  may  be  asked  to  undertake.  It  is  im- 

portant, however,  that  our  future  roles  should  be  known  to  us  soon  as  possible 
so  that  we  can  use  the  interim  period  preparing  to  take  them  over  on  the 
appointed  day.  Inevitably  this  will  entail  some  training  and  re-orientation,  but 
those  of  us  who  agree  that  an  integrated  health  service  will  result  in  a better 
service  are  quite  prepared  to  face  these  changes. 

There  are  several  points  worth  noting  on  the  vital  statistics.  The  birth 
rate  has  continued  to  decline  in  conformity  with  the  national  trend  which  tends 
to  confirm  the  reasons  given  in  the  Report  for  1969.  The  death  rate  has  risen 
slightly,  but  then  last  year’s  figure  was  exceptionally  low,  and  as  this  is  a 

figure  which  runs  at  a fairly  constant  level,  a rise  this  year  might  have  been 

expected.  The  infant  mortality  rate  is  for  the  first  time  in  many  years  slightly 
above  that  for  England  and  Wales.  This  is  accounted  for  by  5 additional  deaths 
on  the  previous  year,  and  it  is  therefore  considered  worthwhile  to  carry  out  a 
detailed  analysis  of  the  figures.  Of  the  15  children  who  died  under  one  year 
of  age,  11  lived  less  than  1 week,  and  all  died  in  hospital  with  the  exception  of 
1 accidental  death.  Severe  congenital  cardiac  abnormalities  were  the  main 
causes  of  death  in  7 cases,  and  prematurity  with  or  without  maternal  toxaemia 
accounted  for  a further  6 deaths.  Of  the  remaining  2 deaths,  1 was  due  to 
severe  injuries  following  an  accident,  and  the  other  due  to  heart  failure  after 
prolonged  resuscitation.  Research  into  the  causation  of  congenital  abnormal- 
ities goes  on,  but  this  is  a very  complex  subject  and  it  can  be  expected  that 
the  more  gross  cases  will  continue  to  be  stillborn,  and  some  of  the  lesser, 
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such  as  abnormal  cardiac  conditions,  may  only  survive  for  a limited  period. 
In  view  of  the  heroic  efforts  which  are  now  made  to  achieve  the  survival  of 
very  premature  infants,  it  can  also  be  expected  that  a few  may  not  survive. 
Bearing  this  in  mind,  the  slight  increase  in  infant  mortality,  distressing  as  it  is, 
can  be  viewed  with  a sense  of  proportion. 


Tuberculosis 

During  the  year  8 new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified.  This 
is  a decrease  of  6 over  the  previous  year.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  below 
that  the  rate  has  remained  at  a uniformly  low  level  over  the  past  10  years 
It  is  disappointing,  however,  that  there  are  no  signs  of  complete  eradication  of 
the  disease  in  spite  of  vaccination  of  school  children,  effective  treatment  and 
contact  tracing.  The  picture  is  suggestive  of  a small  number  of  cases  who  are 
infective  for  a period  before  they  develop  symptoms  which  are  sufficiently 
obvious  for  them  to  seek  medical  advice.  It  is  the  detection  of  these  unsus- 
pecting cases  that  is  proving  so  difficult.  It  might  be  thought  that  mass  radio- 
graphy is  the  answer,  but  experience  suggest*  that  even  when  preceded  by  a 
publicity  campaign  only  a relatively  small  proportion  of  the  population  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  have  a chest  x-ray.  The  Oxford  Regional  Unit 
did.  in  fact,  visit  7 factories  and  institutions  in  the  Borough,  including  the 
Aylesbury  Hostel,  during  1970,  and  only  found  one  case  out  of  929  people 
filmed. 


Y ear 

Population 

Total 

Respiratory 

Rate  per  1 ,000 
of  Population 

1960 

24,410 

12 

6 

0.25 

1961 

27,040 

5 

5 

0.18 

1962 

29,090 

10 

7 

0.24 

1963 

31,030 

17 

15 

0.48 

1964 

32,510 

9 

7 

0.22 

1965 

33,680 

9 

6 

0.11 

1966 

34,380 

11 

8 

0.23 

1967 

35,190 

12 

11 

0.31 

1968 

35,990 

10 

10 

0.28 

1969 

36,730 

16 

14 

0.38 

1970 

36,920 

11 

8 

0.22 

Venereal  Disease 

Figures  obtained  from  the  special  clinic  at  the  Royal  Bucks  Hospital  indi- 
cate that  there  has  been  no  significant  change  in  the  local  situation  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year.  Of  course,  some  people  who  become  infected  prefer 
to  go  elsewhere  for  treatment,  but  taken  year  bv  year  the  figures  do  give  some 
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indication  of  the  local  situation.  For  the  first  time  no  new  case  of  syphilis  was 
seen  at  the  Clinic.  There  were  14  new  cases  of  gonorrhoea  and  74  other  venereal 
conditions,  mainly  non-specific  urethritis. 

The  difficulty  in  eradicating  venereal  disease  is  not  due  to  lack  of  effective 
treatment,  nor  indeed  now-a-days,  to  lack  of  knowledge  about  the  risks  of 
infection,  but  rather  to  the  difficulty  in  detecting  the  disease  in  females  whose 
symptoms  are  sometimes  less  obvious  than  those  in  males,  and  who  may, 
therefore,  be  unaware  that  they  are  infective.  Coupled  with  this,  there  are,  of 
course,  some  people  who  could  not  care  less  whether  they  become  infected  or 
not,  and  it  can  only  be  hoped  that  continuing  health  education  will  reduce  their 
numbers.  As  mentioned  in  previous  Reports,  this  subject  is  included  in  the 
annual  health  education  programme  for  senior  pupils  at  all  schools. 


Infectious  Disease 

The  figures  for  notifications  of  measles  are  high  in  spite  of  the  measles 
vaccination  campaign.  This  is  disappointing,  but  if  the  remarks  made  in  the 
Annual  Report  for  1969  about  the  shortage  of  vaccine  from  March,  1969  to 
April,  1970,  and  the  fact  that  1970  was  an  epidemic  year,  are  taken  into  con- 
sideration, they  become  more  understandable.  The  campaign  which  had  just 
got  under  way  lost  its  momentum,  and  because  of  the  withdrawal  of  vaccine 
by  one  producer  due  to  doubts  about  its  safety,  there  was  some  loss  of  confi- 
dence amongst  the  general  public.  The  figures  certainly  indicate  that  a critical 
eye  should  be  kept  on  the  situation  over  1971. 

The  picture  with  regard  to  dysentery  and  food  poisoning  is  brighter,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  downward  trend  can  be  maintained. 

One  member  of  a family  who  had  recently  returned  from  holiday  in  Pakistan 
was  suspected  of  being  a case  of  typhoid,  but  fortunately  laboratory  tests  ex- 
cluded the  possibility.  This  is  just  one  of  a number  of  epidemiological  investi- 
gations carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department.  Others  were  made 
in  connection  with  notified  cases  of  food  poisoning,  dysentery  and  infective 
jaundice,  and,  of  course,  involved  visits  to  contacts  in  addition  to  cases. 


Drug  Dependence 

The  local  situation  was  briefly  reviewed  in  last  year’s  Report.  Since  then  a 
County  Committee  supported  by  area  liaison  committees  have  been  established 
and  have  held  meetings  quarterly.  The  Aylesbury  area  liaison  committee  has 
wide  representation  over  the  field  of  those  connected  with  youth  in  an  educa- 
tional and  social  setting,  and  its  first  task  has  been  to  try  to  assess  the  extent 
of  the  problem  locally  and  look  critically  at  the  counter-measures  being  taken 
at  present.  Nobody  who  has  thought  seriously  about  the  spread  of  drug  taking 
can  have  imagined  thar  easy  solutions  would  be  forthcoming,  but  some  valuable 
suggestions  have  been  put  forward  by  members,  and  these  are  being  acted  upon. 
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Bedgrove  Health  Centre 

Although  it  is  not  the  immediate  concern  of  the  Committee,  I would  like 
to  report  the  opening  of  the  firs*  combined  general  practitioner  and  local 
authority  health  centre  at  Bedgrove.  There  were  a few  minor  difficulties  to  be 
sorted  out  initially,  but  with  good  will  and  understanding  on  both  sides  these 
were  soon  overcome  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  a better  service  is  being  given 
as  a result.  Health  visiting  and  nursing  services,  which  are  attached  to  the 
practice,  are  also  based  on  the  centre,  which  allows  easy  consultation  with 
visitors.  Child  Health  Clinics,  speech  therapy  and  other  local  authority  ser- 
vices. are  also  provided  in  the  same  premises. 

Medical  Students 

During  the  year  a number  of  final  year  students  from  the  Royal  Free 
Hospital,  London,  elected  to  spend  two  weeks  studying  local  authority  health 
and  social  services.  The  Borough  Health  Inspector  and  1 talked  to  them  on 
the  health  services  provided  by  the  Council.  This  is  an  interesting  development 
in  so  far  as  it  reflects  the  growing  awareness  of  the  medical  authorities  and 
students  of  the  importance  of  environmental  and  community  health  services  in 
the  future,  and  it  is  encouraging  to  report  that  at  the  time  of  writing  there  have 
been  further  applications  to  attend  a similar  course  next  year. 

A further  course  of  lectures  on  food  hygiene  for  people  employed  in  the 
food  industry  was  held  at  the  College  of  Further  Education.  The  majority  of 
students  went  on  to  sit  the  examination  for  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal 
Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene,  and  were  successful. 


Optical  Survey 

You  may  recall  that  facilities  were  given  to  the  Optical  Information  Council’s 
Mobile  Unit  to  park  in  the  Market  Square.  The  Council  has  recently  pub- 
lished a booklet  entitled  “The  Eyes  of  the  British”,  based  on  research  carried 
out  in  Aylesbury  and  other  towns.  On  request,  they  have  forwarded  a separate 
report  on  their  findings  in  Aylesbury,  and  some  of  the  figures  which  may  be 
of  interest  are  quoted  below. 

“The  Unit  saw  a total  of  274  people,  of  whom  20  were  classed  as  Incon- 
clusive as  they  did  not  have  their  current  spectacles  with  them  when  they  were 
tested. 

“Of  the  254  tested,  104  were  women  and  150  were  men.  34.58%  of  the 
females  failed  the  tests,  and  34.66%  of  the  males  failed,  giving  an  overall  total 
referral  rate  of  35.04%,  or  89  people  out  of  254. 

“There  were  63  male  spectacle  wearers,  of  whom  19  were  referred,  mainly 
because  they  had  let  too  much  time  go  by  since  their  last  test.  There  were 
33  female  spectacle  wearers,  and  14  were  referred  for  the  same  reason.  Overall, 
96  spectacle  wearers  were  tested,  and  33  were  referred  (44.6%)  2 people  were 
found  to  be  monocular." 
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They  comment  on  these  figures  by  saying  that  the  appliance  used  was  very 
critical,  and  the  referral  rate  may  seem  alarmingly  high.  Many  of  the  faults 
found  may  have  been  too  slight  to  be  corrected,  or  the  person  concerned  may 
not  have  been  able  to  be  corrected  further,  but  they  are  still  marked  down 
as  a refer,  and  as  such  appear  in  this  Report. 

However,  although  254  people  is  a small  sample  of  the  population  of  the 
Borough,  and  must  be  regarded  as  selective  to  some  extent,  the  figures  do 
indicate  that  there  are  a fair  number  of  people  in  the  Borough  and  surrounding 
area  whose  vision  could  be  improved  by  a visit  to  the  optician. 

Once  again  I would  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Committee  for  their 
continued  advice  and  support  throughout  the  year,  my  Deputy  Dr.  Slocombe, 
the  Borough  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment for  their  willing  co-operation  at  all  times. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  W.  PRINGLE, 

B.A.,  M.B.,  B.CH.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  3,594  acres 

Population  (estimated  mid-1970)  36,920 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (at  end  of  1970 

according  to  Rate  Books)  11,767 

Rateable  Value  £2,594,514 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £10,733 


Live  Births: — 

VITAL  STATISTICS 
BIRTHS 

1969 

1970 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate 

351 

335 

686 

316 

329 

645 

Illegitimate 

30 

26 

56 

24 

1969 

26 

50 

1970 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

, , , , , , 

• • • 

• • • . . , 

20.20 

18.80 

Rate  (corrected) 

• • • • • • 

• • . 

. . • ,,, 

16.77 

15.60 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

• • • 

• • • • • • 

16.3 

16.0 

Illegitimate  live  births  iper 

Still  Births: — 

cent  of  total 

live  births) 

1969 

7.55 

1970 

7.19 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate 

6 

4 

10 

7 

6 

13 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

1969 

1 

1 

1970 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ... 

DEATHS 

1969 

14.61 

1970 

19.75 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Deaths 

143 

155 

298 

189 

1969 

165 

354 

1970 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

. , , ... 

. . . 

...  ... 

8.11 

9.59 

Standardised  Rate 

■ • • • • « 

• • « 

...  ... 

10.79 

12.46 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 

1969 

11.9 

1970 

11.7 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate 

4 

6 

10 

8 

7 

15 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age: — 


1969 

1970 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

13.48 

21.58 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

14.58 

23.26 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

— 

— 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  

18.0 

18.0 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age: — 

1969 

1970 

M F Total 

M F 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  4 3 7 

6 6 

12 

Illegitimate  

— — 

— 

1969 

1970 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births 

9.43 

17.27 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week  of  age: — 


1969  1970 


M F Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate  3 2 5 

6 

5 

11 

Illegitimate  

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

1969 

1970 

1,000  total  live  births) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under 

6.74 

15.83 

1 week  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births) 

21.25 

35.26 

Maternal  Mortality: — 

Number  of  deaths  (including  abortion)  

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS 

M 

F 

Enteritis  and  other  diarrhoel  diseases 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus  

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

7 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  

3 

8 

Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate  

3 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  

17 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

— 

8 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

— 

Other  malignant  neoplasms  

12 

9 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms  

2 

2 

1 

Diabetes  mellitus 

— 

Other  endocrine  etc.,  diseases 

— 

2 

Mental  disorders  

— 

1 
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Meningitis 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 
Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

Hypertensive  disease  

Ischaemic  heart  disease  

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

Asthma  

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Peptic  ulcer  

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Other  diseases,  genito-urinary  system 
Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 

Congenital  anomalies  

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc. 
Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

All  other  accidents  

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 


6 

1 

2 

47 

7 

16 

10 

3 

11 

15 

1 

7 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 


189 


1 

1 

2 

2 

33 

10 

18 

9 

15 

4 

2 

2 

4 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Hospitals 

During  the  year  the  Royal  Bucks,  Tindal  General  and  Stoke  Mandeville 
Hospitals  have  provided  accommodation  for  surgical  and  medical  cases,  whilst 
the  Isolation  Hospital  continued  to  admit  persons  suffering  from  infectious 
diseases. 

Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital  also  provided  accommodation  for  paraplegic 
cases. 

The  Sir  Henry  Floyd  Auditorium  at  Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital,  since  its 
opening  in  1969,  has  become  an  important  centre  for  post  graduate  medical  and 
para-medical  education.  Regular  meetings  for  all  branches  of  the  health  service 
were  held  in  these  very  pleasant  surroundings  throughout  the  year. 

The  above  hospitals  situated  in  the  Borough  are  administered  by  the  Royal 
Buckinghamshire  and  Associated  Hospitals  Management  Committee,  who  are 
responsible  tc  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
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Pathology  Laboratory,  Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital 

Routine  samples  of  ice  cream  and  water  and  other  specimens  requiring 
bacteriological  examination  were  sent  to  this  Laboratory  throughout  the  year. 
Reports  were  received  with  the  minimum  delay,  and  the  help  and  advice  given 
by  the  Medical  Director  were  much  appreciated. 

Ambulance  Services 

These  are  provided  by  the  Bucks  County  Council  and  are  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  County  Medical  Officer.  Nine  ambulances  and  five  dual  purpose 
vehicles  were  available  at  the  Ambulance  Headquarters,  Buckingham  Road, 
for  use  in  the  Borough  and  surrounding  districts.  In  addition,  there  is  also 
a convertible  ‘ambulance  car’  for  the  carrying  of  sitting  or  stretcher  cases  who 
have  to  be  conveyed  by  road  over  long  distances,  and  a purpose  built  ambulance 
with  an  hydraulic  tail  lift  for  the  conveyance  of  wheelchair  patients.  There  is 
two-way  radio  link  between  all  vehicles  and  Headquarters. 

The  ambulance  car  service  which  was  introduced  during  1968  to  supple- 
ment the  directly  provided  services  has  continued  to  prove  highly  satisfactory 
throughout  the  year. 

The  majority  of  long  distance  cases  are  now  conveyed  by  road  owing  to 
the  non-availability  of  suitable  rail  accommodation.  Increasing  use  is  also  be- 
ing made  of  air  travel  wherever  possible. 

All  casualties  in  the  Borough  are  conveyed  to  the  Casualty  Department  of 
the  Royal  Bucks  Hospital. 

Child  Health  Clinics 


The  following  Clinics  were  functioning  during  the  year: — 


Times 

Number  of  children 

Doctor 

open 

Clinic 

attending 

Sessions 

attended 

74 

Pebble  Lane 

2,101 

Every  Tuesday,  2nd 
and  4th  Wednesday 

70 

72 

Quarrendon 

2,051 

Every  Wednesday,  1st 
and  3rd  Tuesday 

70 

24 

Southcourt 

736 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesday 

24 

72 

Limes  Avenue 

2,576 

Every  Monday,  2nd 
and  4th  Wednesday 

70 

242 

7,464 

There  has  been  a change  in  emphasis  in  examinations  carried  out  at  these 
Clinics.  Whereas  in  the  past  they  were  directed  towards  revealing  physical 
defects  and  nutritional  faults  only,  they  are  now  equally  concerned  with  the 
child’s  developmental  progress.  The  children  are  seen,  if  possible,  soon  after 
birth  and  thereafter  periodically  to  compare  their  progress  with  developmental 
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norms  for  their  age.  Early  methods  of  testing  vision,  hearing  and  other  senses 
have  been  devised  by  Dr.  Mary  Sheridon  and  others,  and  these  are  also  applied 
with  a view  to  detection  and  treatment  of  defects  as  early  as  possible.  Closer 
ties  with  the  hospital  paediatric  department  have  been  developed  so  that,  after 
consultation  with  the  child’s  general  practitioner,  specialist  advice  can  be  easily 
obtained.  The  usual  range  of  child  immunisations,  including  more  recently 
measles,  are  carried  out  at  the  Clinics. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Total 

Cases  admitted 

Notifications 

to  Isolation 

received 

Hospital 

1969 

1970 

1969 

1970 

Male 

Female 

Measles 

40 

332 

297 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

62 

11 

13 

14* 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  i 

7 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  

12 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Paratyphoid  Fever  

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Infective  Jaundice  

7 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  Meningitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

* Manor  House 


Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year  with  analysis  under  age  groups 


Under  1 year 

1 — 2 years 

3 — 4 years 

1 

5—9  years 

10 — 14  years 

15 — 24  years 

C 

S 

r 

T 

If 

r 

n 

5 

D 

45 — 65  years 

Over  65  years 

Age  Unknown 

Totals 

Measles 

12 

125 

187 

298 

4 

2 

1 

629 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

1 

12 

4 

— 

5 

— 

1 

— 

24 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Infective  Jaundice 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

• — 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Age  Groups: — 

0— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

15— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

25— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35— 

2 

-U) 

— 

— 

45— 

-0) 

1 

— 

1 

55— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age  Unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals: 

4(1) 

4(1) 

1 

2 

The  figures  in  brackets  denote  the  number  of  cases  notified  originally  in 
other  districts,  and  who  have  moved  into  the  Borough  during  the  year. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  of  the  Borough  is  obtained  through  the  Bucks  Water 
Board  from  wells  situated  at  Dancers  End,  New  Ground,  Hawridge  and  High 
Wycombe. 

Sampling  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the  Water  Authority  at 
their  wells  and  also  in  the  town. 

Twelve  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  main  service  by  this  Depart- 
ment during  the  year,  all  of  which  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

All  houses  in  the  Borough  are  connected  to  the  main  supply  and  the 
quantity  of  water  supplied  to  the  town  is  adequate. 

Drainage 

A new  Southern  Outfall  Sewer  has  just  been  completed  which  will  drain 
the  whole  of  the  Prebendal  Farm/Walton  Court  Farm  area  and  take  in  the  new 
Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital  when  this  is  constructed.  This  will  be  connected 
direct  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  when  the  new  extensions  are  completed. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works 

Approval  has  been  given  by  the  Ministry  for  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
extensions,  and  this  work  should  be  commenced  some  time  during  the  next 
financial  year. 
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Sludge  Disposal 

A further  75  acres  (approximately)  of  land  has  been  acquired  by  the  Council 
adjacent  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  River  Thame, 
which  will  eventually  be  used  for  the  spraying  of  sludge.  This  is  to  give  the 
Council  more  control  over  the  times  and  periods  during  which  sludge  can  be 
sprayed  on  the  land,  and  will  allow  much  more  flexibility  in  the  disposal  of 
sludge.  The  use  of  surrounding  farms  for  this  purpose  will  still  be  continued. 

Public  Cleansing 

Refuse  disposal  is  still  being  carried  out  by  controlled  tipping  at  Calvert. 


Open  Air  Swimming  Pool,  Park  Street 

The  water  in  the  pool  circulates  continuously  throughout  the  period  of  use, 
being  filtered  and  chlorinated  before  re-introduction  to  the  swimming  pool. 
Twenty-four  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  nineteen  for  chlorine  and  pH 
content,  and  five  for  bacteriological  examination. 

The  number  of  bathers  using  the  Pool  during  the  year  was  81,856,  com- 
pared with  102,807  in  1969.  There  has  been  a considerable  drop  in  attendances 
over  the  last  two  seasons,  which  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  schools,  clubs 
and  members  of  the  general  public  have  had  access  to  the  indoor  pool  provided 
by  the  Stoke  Mandeville  Sports  Centre. 

School  Swimming  Pools 

During  the  year,  and  at  the  request  of  the  County  Health  Inspector,  the 
Department  accepted  responsibility  for  sampling  the  school  swimming  pools 
in  the  Borough. 

Eighteen  samples  (five  bacteriological  and  thirteen  for  chlorine  content) 
were  taken  during  the  year,  all  of  which  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Hot  Baths 

Attendances  at  the  Hot  Baths,  adjoining  the  Swimming  Pool  at  Park  Street, 
amounted  to  a total  of  2,451  during  the  year.  The  total  for  1969  was  3,223. 


Schools 


The  water  supply  and  sanitary  accommodation  to 
Borough  are  adequate. 


Local  Rainfall 

2.50  ins. 
2.50  ins. 
1.91  ins. 
2.76  ins. 
1.21  ins. 
0.93  ins. 


all  schools  in  the 


July  ... 

2.42  ins. 

August 

2.19  ins. 

September 

1.52  ins. 

October 

0.79  ins. 

November 

5.53  ins. 

December 

1 .88  ins. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

I une 


(Figures  supplied  by  Mr.  B.  G.  Hannay,  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor). 
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Mr.  Hannay  stated  that  the  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  26.14  inches; 
this  is  6.14  inches  more  than  the  total  for  the  previous  year,  and  above  the 
yearly  average  of  24.83  inches.  Rain  fell  on  179  days,  compared  with  159  days 
in  1969 

The  amount  of  rainfall  for  November  was  the  highest  recorded  for  thirty 
years  for  that  month  and  the  third  highest  since  records  started  in  1906.  The 
reading  for  January  was  the  highest  tor  eight  years.  The  reading  for  May  was 
the  lowest  for  nine  years,  the  June  reading  was  the  lowest  for  eight  years,  and 
the  reading  for  August  the  lowest  for  five  years. 

The  highest  daily  rainfall  occurred  on  19th  August,  when  0.78  inches 
was  recorded. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES 

Informal  action  has  been  taken  where  necessary  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Factories  Act,  1961,  to  remedy  contraventions  of  the  requirements  of  this 
Act,  in  mechanical  and  non-mechanical  factories  and  workplaces. 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


1.  Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories 

Factories 

without  mechanical  pow'er  \ 
with  mechanical  power  1 

61 

— 

— 

2.  Defects  found — Nil 
Outwork  in  unwholesome  premises 

There  are  seven  outworkers’  premises  in  the  town,  all  of  which  are  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  * 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOROUGH  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Public  Health  Department, 
Municipal  Offices, 

Friars  Square, 

Aylesbury. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

1 have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  for  1970,  but  I should  explain  that  during  this  period,  my 
predecessor,  Mr.  Ewart  Ruse,  was  in  office.  I apologise  therefore  for  the 
inadequacy  of  the  Report. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  there  have  been  a number  of  staff  changes. 
Mr.  K.  E.  Evans,  District  Public  Health  Inspector,  left  the  service  of  the 
Borough  Council  on  30th  June,  on  obtaining  a post  as  Public  Health  Inspector 
to  Tring  U.D.C.  Mr.  Evans  had  been  with  the  department  since  16th  March, 
1964.  Mr.  D.  Keen  of  Winslow,  joined  the  department  as  District  Public  Health 
Inspector  on  the  16th  November  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused^'tvir.  Evans’  resig- 
nation. 

In  September,  1970,  Miss  M.  Fettes  of  Aylesbury,  was  appointed  as  a 
student  Public  Health  Inspector.  She  was  given  training  in  the  department 
and  also  attended  Tottenham  Technical  College  where  she  studied  for  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors’  Diploma. 

During  1970  there  has  not  been  any  major  new  public  health  legislation,  to 
make  an  impac*  on  the  work  of  the  department. 

HOUSING  ACTS,  1957,  1961  AND  1969 

On  the  28th  July  there  was  a Public  local  Inquiry  into  the  St.  John's  Road 
Clearance  Order,  1970,  containing  thirteen  houses,  and  where  a number  of 
objections  had  been  received.  The  Council  was  notified,  by  the  Minister,  that 
the  Order  was  confirmed,  without  modification,  on  15th  September,  1970. 

With  regard  to  the  Mill  Street  Clearance  Order,  1969,  it  is  disappointing  to 
record  that  though  this  area  was  confirmed  by  the  Minister  in  September,  1969, 
at  the  end  of  1970  the  majority  of  the  houses  were  still  occupied.  In  my  view, 
the  occupiers  of  premises  in  confirmed  Clearance  Orders  should  be  given  high 
priority  with  regard  to  re-housing. 

During  the  latter  part  of  1969  a house  in  a confirmed  Clearance  Order, 
No.  37,  Park  Street,  was  unlawfully  occupied.  It  was  necessary,  therefore,  to 
make  an  application  to  the  Court  for  an  Eviction  Order.  The  Hearing  was  in 
January,  1970,  and  after  hearing  the  evidence,  the  Court  made  the  Eviction 
Order.  The  owner  of  the  property,  who  had  permitted  the  unlawful  occupation, 
was  summonsed,  under  the  appropriate  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act.  This 
case  was  heard  later  in  the  year. 
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As  can  be  seen  from  the  following  statistics,  a substantial  number  of 
inspections  have  been  made  in  connection  with  applications  for  qualification 
certificates.  Under  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  owners  of  premises  can  apply  to 
the  Local  Authority  for  the  issue  of  a qualification  certificate,  which  would, 
after  submission  to  the  Rent  Officer,  etc.,  allow  a phased  increase  in  rent  to 
be  put  into  effect  and  the  tenancy  would  then  become  regulated.  Before  the 
Local  Authority  issue  a qualification  certificate  they  must  be  satisfied  that  all 
the  qualifying  conditions  are  satisfied,  viz.,  that  the  dwelling  has  all  the  standard 
amenities  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  occupants,  and  that  it  is  in  good  repair 
having  regard  to  it’s  age,  character  and  locality.  In  many  cases  where  applica- 
tions from  landlords  have  been  received,  in  respect  of  properties,  the  property 
has  not  satisfied  the  conditions,  and  in  these  cases  the  landlord  is  sent  a 
schedule  of  works,  which  are  required,  before  the  Local  Authority  will  issue 
the  qualification  certificate. 


Houses  in  Multi-Occupation 

It  would  appear  that  the  number  of  houses  in  multiple  occupation  in  the 
town  is  increasing.  There  are  probably  a number  of  reasons  for  this,  two  of 
the  most  important  are,  (a)  that  there  is  an  acute  shortage  of  housing  accom- 
modation m the  town,  and  (b)  the  immigrant  population  in  the  town  is  increas- 
ing. It  is  important,  in  my  view,  to  carry  out  regular  inspections  of  these 
premises  to  ensure  that  the  proper  amenties  are  provided,  overcrowding  is 
controlled  and  other  matters  relating  to  public  health  are  kept  under  close 
observation.  A consideraj&flt  number  of  inspections  were  carried  out,  but 
because  of  the  reduction  in  establishment,  for  a large  part  of  the  year,  this 
aspect  of  the  department’s  work  was  not  covered  as  thoroughly  as  it  ought  to 
have  been. 


The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  inspections  etc.,  which  have 
been  made  to  premises  under  the  Public  Health  Acts.  It  can  be  seen  that  a 
substantial  number  of  inspections  were  made  to  premises  in  connection  with 


Number  of  houses  inspected 

Inspections  and  re-inspections 

Informal  Notices  served  

Statutory  Notices  served  

Miscellaneous  housing  inspections 
Multi-occupation  housing  inspections 
Overcrowding  inspections 
Inspections  re  qualification  certificates 

Houses  repaired: 

By  owners 

By  the  Borough  Council  in  default  ... 


58 

158 

33 

12 

72 

107 

4 

94 


44 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS,  1936  AND  1961 
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faulty  and  defective  drains.  Generally  speaking,  these  problems  usually  occur 
in  properties  in  the  older  parts  of  the  town,  and  it  is  probably  true  to  say  that 
the  older  the  property  becomes  the  more  defects  are  likely  to  occur.  In  any 
event,  it  is  time  consuming  work,  but  nevertheless,  from  a public  health  aspect, 
very  necessary  work. 


Number  of  houses  inspected 131 

Inspections  paid  to  above  houses  ...  ...  202 

Drainage  inspections  432 

Drainage  tests  10 

Nuisances  found  268 

Nuisances  abated  267 

Informal  Notices  served  5 

Statutory  Notices  served  27 


During  the  year  complaints  were  received  that  a paint  spraying  company 
was  emitting  small  particles  of  paint  to  the  atmosphere,  some  of  this  paint  was 
found  on  parked  cars  at  an  adjoining  factory.  On  investigation,  it  was  found 
that  the  Company  concerned  were  using  a “dry  back”  type  of  spraying  booth, 
which  allowed  small  particles  of  paint  to  be  disseminated  into  the  atmosphere 
through  the  flue.  Representations  were  made  to  the  firm  that  more  efficient 
equipment  should  be  installed  which  would  prevent  particles  of  paint  being 
emitted  to  the  atmosphere.  This  was  not  an  easy  problem  to  resolve,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  the  Company  were  still  looking  into  the  problem,  and  the 
department  was  keeping  the  matter  under  close  surveillance. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
Food  Shops,  Restaurants,  etc. 

The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene  in  food  premises  remained 
satisfactory  throughout  the  year,  and  no  cause  for  formal  action  arose. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  inspections  in  connection  with  the 


above: — 

Market  Stalls  28 7 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  192 

Butchers  83 

Restaurants  and  Canteens  88 

Fishmongers  34 

Food  Preparing  Premises  6 


During  the  course  of  the  year  it  was  necessary  to  serve  a number  of 
informal  notices,  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  to  bring  the  premises 
up  to  a reasonable  standard.  It  is  interesting  to  record  that  despite  the  fact 
that  the  department  was  under  establishment  during  the  year,  a total  of  690 
inspections  and  re-inspections  were  carried  out,  compared  with  a total  of 
649  in  1969. 
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It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  department  has  been  able  to  obtain  copies 
of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  which  have  been  translated  into  Chinese. 
These  copies  are  available  for  distribution  to  members  of  the  Chinese  com- 
munity establishing  food  preparation  premises  in  the  Borough,  and  have  been 
found  most  useful. 

The  amount  of  foodstuffs  surrendered  and  disposed  of  from  wholesale  and 
retail  premises  in  the  Borough  is  as  follows: — 


lbs 

Fresh  Vegetables  40 

Cheese  8 

Fresh  Meat 866 

Fresh  Fish  690 

Tinned  Vegetables  7,495 

Tinned  Fruit  ...  ...  ...  2,564 

Tinned  Meat 483 

Tinned  Milk 213 

Tinned  Fish 511 

Preserves  ...  322 

Miscellaneous  743 


13,935  lbs. 

Frozen  Foods: — 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  442 

Meat  1,911 

Vegetables  2,029 

Fish  1,431 

Fruit  388 

Milk  Products  79 

Miscellaneous  766 


Total:  20,981  lbs. 


Total  foodstuffs  condemned  during  the  year: — 

Total  for  1969:  7 tons  14  cwts.  — qtrs.  1 lb. 

Total  for  1970:  9 tons  7 cwts.  1 qtr.  9 lbs. 

Food  Complaints 

A total  of  fifty-one  complaints,  details  of  which  are  tabulated  below,  were 
received  concerning  food  purchased  by  members  of  the  public  in  the  town. 
This  compares  with  a total  of  forty-six  complaints  received  in  1969,  unquestion- 
ably the  public  are  demanding  higher  standards  with  regard  to  their  food,  and 
this  tendancy  for  an  increasing  number  of  complaints  is  likely  to  continue. 

It  was  not  found  necessary,  in  any  case,  for  legal  proceedings  to  be  insti- 
tuted, but  in  many  of  the  cases  a warning  letter  was  sent  to  the  firm  concerned. 
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All  the  complaints  were  investigated,  and  generally  speaking,  the  firms  con- 
cerned have  been  most  co-operative,  they  have  listened  to  the  department’s 
advice,  and  have  been  willing  to  take  any  reasonable  steps  to  prevent  the  re- 
currence of  similar  complaints. 


List  of  complaints  received 


Commodity 


Reason  for  complaint 


Doughnuts 
Corned  Beef 
Butter 

Date  and  Walnut  Cake 
Spaghetti 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pie 
Cakes 

Beans  and  Chips 

Cheese 

Bananas 

Chicken 

Loaf 

Loaf 

Ice  Cream  Cone 
Almonds 

Grapefruit  Segments 
Mint  Choc  Ice  Cream 
Loaf 
Pie 

Cream  Cake 
Loaf 

Sliced  White  Loaf 
Loaf 

Apricot  Pie 
Cheese 
Orange 
Loaf 

Packet  of  Pastry 
Cakes 

Apple  Slices 
Strawberry  Dessert 
Part  Baked  Loaf 
Cooked  Chicken 
Lambs  Liver 
Steak  and  Kidney  Pie 
Dessert  Cream 


Mould 

Unsound 

Rancid 

Damp  and  soggy  at  base  of  cake 
Tasting  and  smelling  of  paraffin 
Brush  bristle 
Dirt  on  cakes 
Insect 

Small  black  spot 
Unsound 
Unsound 
Mould 

Peculiar  smell  (conveyor  belt  cleaning 
fluid) 

Charred  batter  in  cone 

Insect  infestation 

White  deposit  in  tin 

Inedible 

Mould 

Mould 

Insect 

Mould 

Two  black  specks  (Lubricating  oil) 

Mould 

Mould 

Mould 

Unsound 

Piece  of  cloth  (Lubricating  cloth) 

Stale 

Mould 

Mould 

Mould 

Mould 

Offensive  Smell 
Unsound 
Unsound 
Mould 
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Pork  Luncheon  Meat 
Frozen  Chicken 
Danish  Loaf 
Cod 

Souflette 
Milk  Bottle 
Cream  Cheese 
Two  Toffee  Apples 
Saveloy 

Sliced  Bierwurst 
Smoked  Haddock  Fillets 
Potted  Shrimps 
Date  and  Walnut  Cake 
Deep  Freeze  Leaf  Spinach 
Deep  Freeze  Scampi 


Unsound 

Gall  bladder  attached  to  liver 
Dark  areas  (dough) 

Parasite 

Sour 

Deposit  in  bottle 

Mould 

Mould 

Metal  contamination 
Discolouration 
Malodorous 
Unsound 

Inadequate  mixing  of  ingredients 
Pieces  of  straw 
Discolouration 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

There  are  fifty-two  retailers  of  milk  in  the  Borough  registered  under  the 
above  Regulations. 


ICE  CREAM 

There  are  one  hundred  and  sixteen  premises  in  the  town  registered  for  the 
sale  of  ice  cream,  in  addition,  a number  of  vendors,  who  are  not  subject  to 
registration,  tour  the  streets  in  mobile  vehicles  selling  ice  cream  and 
ice  lollies.  Most  of  the  mobile  ice  cream  vendors  now  sell  soft  ice  cream,  and 
the  majority  of  the  bacteriological  sampling  of  ice  cream,  in  the  department,  is 
directed  towards  this  outlet. 

The  following  table  shows  the  grading  which  was  given  to  the  various 
bacteriological  samples  submitted  for  examination.  Grade  3 and  4 samples  are 
considered  to  be  unsatisfactory,  and  the  usual  reason  for  an  unsatisfactory 
sample  being  obtained  is,  the  inadequate  cleansing  and  sterilisation  of  the  equip- 
ment. When  the  results  are  received  from  the  laboratory,  indicating  an  un- 
satisfactory sample,  strong  representations  are  made  to  the  vendor,  and  advice 
is  given  concerning  the  hygienic  handling  and  proper  cleansing  of  all  the  equip- 
ment. Follow-up  samples  are  then  taken  to  ensure  that  the  ice  cream  satisfies 
the  prescribed  standard. 

Seventeen  samples  of  ice  cream  were  examined  during  the  year,  and  were 
graded  as  follows: — 

Grade  1 — 5 samples 

Grade  2 — 5 samples 

Grade  3 — 5 samples 

Grade  4 — 2 samples 

Fifty  visits  were  paid  to  ice  cream  dealers  premises  and  premises  from 
which  mobile  vans  operated  during  the  year. 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956  AND  1968 

There  is  only  one  Smoke  Control  Area  in  the  town,  in  the  Bedgrove  district. 
Concern  was  expressed  in  the  autumn  of  1970  concerning  the  availability  of 
solid  smokeless  fuel  in  Smoke  Control  Areas.  Local  Authorities  were  warned 
by  the  Minister  that  shortages  of  solid  smokeless  fuel  could  be  anticipated,  and 
that  in  some  cases  it  might  be  necessary  to  temporarily  suspend  Smoke  Control 
Orders.  It  was  not  considered  necessary  to  apply  to  the  Minister  for  the 
Environment  for  permission  to  suspend  the  only  Smoke  Control  Order  oper- 
ating in  the  town,  and  fortunately,  as  it  transpired,  the  shortage  of  solid  smoke- 
less fuel  was  not  nearly  so  serious  as  had  been  anticipated. 

The  department  received  a few  complaints  from  residents  that  they  were 
unable  to  obtain  the  authorised  fuel,  but  generally  speaking  the  winter  passed 
without  any  serious  problems  arising. 

It  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  the  Council  will  be  in  a position  to 
declare  more  Smoke  Control  Areas  in  the  town,  and  thereby  reduce  the  level 
of  atmospheric  pollution. 

Generall>  speaking,  so  far  as  industrial  pollution  is  concerned,  there  have 
been  no  serious  problems.  The  department  received  a complaint  concerning 
one  Company  in  the  town  which  was  emitting  noxious  fumes  to  the  atmosphere. 
In  this  instance  it  was  a registered  process  under  the  Alkali  Works  Order,  and 
the  Alkali  Inspectorate  were  consulted  about  this  problem.  A number  of 
improvements  were  carried  out  by  the  Company,  and  it  is  anticipated  with  the 
installation  of  new  processes  and  equipment  that  the  fume  problems  will  be 
virtually  eliminated  within  the  next  few  years. 

Six  applications  for  prior  approval  of  boiler  plant  and  chimney  heights  were 
received  during  the  year,  after  consideration  of  the  data,  approval  was  given 
in  each  instance. 

It  is  worthy  of  record  that,  generally  speaking,  industrialists  in  the  town 
have  been  very  co-operative  with  regard  to  complying  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Clean  Air  Acts. 

During  the  year  nineteen  smoke  observations  were  carried  out.  Thirteen 
complaints  were  received  concerning  emissions  of  smoke  and  grit,  all  of  which 
were  investigated  and  the  appropriate  action  taken. 

Investigation  of  Atmospheric  Pollution 

In  co-operation  with  Warren  Spring  Laboratory,  Department  of  Scientific 
and  Industrial  Research,  four  sites  for  volumetric  apparatus  are  maintained  in 
the  town,  and  daily  recordings  of  smoke  concentrations  and  levels  of  sulphur 
dioxide  are  made.  Site  No.  I which  was  at  Unigate  Creameries  Ltd.,  Bicester 
Road,  was  closed  in  September,  1968.  In  October  of  this  year  a new  station 
to  replace  the  one  closed  at  Bicester  Road  was  opened  at  the  premises  of  New 
Holland  Ltd.,  Gatehouse  Estate  (Site  No.  5). 

The  stations,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  in  Bicester  Road  which  was 
closed  down  and  the  new  station,  have  been  operating  since  1965,  and  a pattern 
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of  atmospheric  pollution  is  now  emerging.  Over  this  period  no  significant 
change  in  pollution  levels  can  be  observed.  This  is  probably  not  altogether 
surprising  when  one  considers  that  only  a comparatively  small  proportion  of 
the  town  is  covered  by  Smoke  Control  Orders,  and  it  is  accepted  that  domestic 
premises  cause  a very  substantial  proportion  of  the  pollution  in  the  atmosphere, 
furthermore  the  pollutants  are  emitted  at  low  level.  If,  therefore,  substantial 
reductions  in  atmospheric  pollution  are  to  be  achieved,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
proceed  with  the  establishment  of  Smoke  Control  Areas  in  the  town. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  monthly  levels  of  smoke  and  sulphur 
dioxide  at  the  various  stations  in  the  Borough: — 


Monthly  average  concentrations  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide 
in  microgrammes  per  cubic  metre 


Month 

Smoke 

Sulphur 

Dioxide 

Site 

Site 

Site 

Site 

Site 

Site 

Site 

Site 

No.  2 

No.  3 

No.  4 

No.  5 

No.  2 

No.  3 

No.  4 

No.  5 

Ian.,  1970 

67 

50 

66 

104 

121 

88 

Feb., 

1970 

65 

51 

54 

101 

127 

65 

March 

, 1970  ... 

43 

38 

49 

97 

109 

83 

April, 

1970  ... 

32 

N 

26 

70 

N 

59 

May, 

1970 

20 

18 

20 

70 

75 

65 

June, 

1970 

9 

9 

12 

53 

45 

45 

July, 

1970 

10 

N 

7 

36 

N 

28 

Aug., 

1970  ... 

16 

N 

N 

38 

N 

N 

Sept., 

1970  ... 

13 

N 

17 

33 

N 

32 

Oct., 

1970 

31 

30 

30 

27 

61 

66 

51 

44 

Nov., 

1970 

36 

27 

32 

33 

60 

63 

50 

31 

Dec., 

1970 

49 

52 

64 

N 

88 

115 

88 

N 

Site  2 — Town  Hall 

Site  3 — Grammar  School,  Walton  Road 

Site  4 — Oak  Green  School 

Site  5 — New  Holland,  Gatehouse  Estate 

Note:  ‘N’  indicates  that  insufficient  results  were  received  to  give  a fair  average. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

Ninety  inspections  and  re-inspections  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act 
were  made  during  the  course  of  the  year.  It  was  necessary  to  serve  three 
informal  notices  for  contraventions  of  the  Act. 

Fifteen  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year,  none  of  which  was  fatal  or 
serious.  All  the  cases  were  investigated,  and  discussed  with  the  firms  con- 
cerned. Where  it  was  necessary,  appropriate  action  was  taken  to  prevent  a 
recurrence. 
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The  following  table  gives 
to  offices  and  shops: — 

a number 

of  statistics 

in  connection 

with  visits 

Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 

Number 
receiving 
a general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

Total 
number  of 
registered 
premises 
at  end  of 
year 

Total 
number  of 
persons 
employed 

Offices  

6 

10 

178 

1,658 

Retail  Shops  

19 

42 

311 

2,325 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

1 

2 

22 

322 

Catering  Establishments  open 
to  the  public,  Canteens 

3 

16 

29 

364 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

— 

— 

1 

32 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

The  administration  of  the  above  Act  is  the  responsibility  of  the  department, 
and  it  is  particularly  concerned  with  hours  of  opening,  half-day  closing,  Sunday 
trading  etc.  One  informal  notice  was  served  on  a trader,  which  was  complied 
with. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  a few  complaints  were  received  concerning 
unauthorised  opening  of  shops,  and  trading,  all  these  complaints  were  investi- 
gated and  the  appropriate  action  taken. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

During  the  year  thirteen  complaints  were  received  by  the  department  con- 
cerning various  noise  nuisances,  all  of  which  were  investigated.  The  public  is 
obviously  becoming  more  conscious  of  the  problems  concerned  with  noise,  un- 
necessary noise  is  an  insidious  form  of  pollution,  and  can  and  does  affect  the 
quality  of  life. 

The  most  serious  complaint  that  the  department  was  called  in  to  investi- 
gate was  a noise  nuisance  from  an  industrial  concern.  Principally,  the  noise 
was  being  caused  by  machinery,  and  as  a night  shift  was  being  operated  at  this 
particular  factory,  the  nuisance  aspect  was  substantially  increased.  The  first 
complaints  were  received  in  the  autumn,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  prob- 
lems were  still  being  investigated,  suggestions  had  been  made  to  the  firm  of 
various  measures  which  they  might  take  to  reduce  the  levels  of  noise. 

A total  of  65  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  Noise  Abatement 
Act  during  the  year. 

Mr.  D.  Andrew,  Senior  District  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  Mr.  D.  Rixon, 
District  Public  Health  Inspector,  attended  a course  on  noise  technology  at  Tot- 
tenham Technical  College  during  the  year. 
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A sound  level  meter  was  purchased  at  a cost  of  £129.45.  This  is  an  essen- 
tial article  of  equipment  to  establish  levels  of  noise,  and  it  has  proved  most 
useful  to  the  staff  in  their  investigations. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  factories  in  the  town,  and  the 
number  of  inspections  which  were  made  to  ensure  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Act,  which  the  department  is  responsible  for  administering,  were  complied  with. 
No  serious  contraventions  were  found,  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  serve  either 
formal  or  informal  notices. 


The  department  employs  an  experienced  Rodent  Operator,  working  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate,  who  spends  a good  proportion 
of  his  time  dealing  with  complaints  concerned  with  the  infestation  and  eradi- 
cation of  rats  and  mice.  This  is  an  important  aspect  of  public  health  control 
because  if  effective  steps  are  not  taken  to  limit  the  rat  population,  the  problem 
can  very  quickly  get  out  of  control.  To  this  end  the  Council  provides  a free 
service  to  disinfest  all  domestic  premises  where  rats  and  mice  are  found.  So 
far  as  business  premises  are  concerned,  the  Council  has  a number  of  contracts 
to  carry  out  treatment  and  disinfestation  at  a number  of  companies  in  the 
Borough.  Other  firms,  we  understand,  have  contracts  with  a number  of 
specialised  firms  which  operate  in  this  particular  field. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  fifty  manholes  on  the  sewerage  system  were 
baited  and  poisoned;  the  follow-up  investigation  to  this  treatment  indicated 
that  the  rat  population  infesting  the  sewerage  system  in  the  town  was  com- 
paratively small. 

One  of  the  main  problems  in  recent  years  has  been  the  resistance  which 
mice  have  built  up  to  the  warfarin  group  of  poisons,  so  that  it  has  been  neces- 
sary to  look  around  for  new  poisons  to  combat  these  infestations.  Fortunately, 
new  poisons  with  an  alpha  chlorolose  base  have  become  available,  and  these 
have  been  reasonably  effective  in  dealing  with  mice  infestations. 

The  Borough  Council’s  tip  at  Calvert,  although  not  within  the  Borough 
boundary,  is  dealt  with  by  the  department’s  Rodent  Operator,  and  periodic 
visits  are  made  to  ensure  that  the  rat  population  is  limited. 

A great  deal  of  the  Operator’s  time  was  spent  in  the  late  summer  in  eradi- 
cating wasps  nests  in  the  town.  This  year  216  were  destroyed.  This  is  the 
greatest  number  of  wasps  nests  that  the  department  has  had  to  eradicate  in 
recent  years. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Mechanical  factories  on  register 
Non-mechanical  factories  on  register  ... 
Inspections  of  factories  


130 

16 

61 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
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It  is  interesting  to  record  that  during  the  course  of  the  year  the  department 
received  a complaint  about  an  insect  which  seemed  to  be  a smaller  edition  of 
cimex  lectularius  (bed  bug),  this  was  subsequently  identified  as  a martin  bug, 
i.e.,  a species  of  bug  whose  host  would  normally  be  a house  martin.  It  appears 
that  there  is  a possibility  that  if  house  martins  build  their  nest  on  a house,  that 
some  of  the  bugs  will  eventually  get  inside  the  house.  On  a number  of  occasions 
evidence  has  shown  that  the  martin  bug  will  use  homo  sapiens  as  host.  I am 
able,  fortunately,  to  report  that  where  complaints  have  been  received  of  this 
nature  we  have  been  able  to  carry  out  adequate  disinfestation.  In  addition, 
twenty-seven  other  complaints  of  various  insect  infestations  have  been  dealt 
with  by  the  department. 

A summary  of  the  work  carried  out  under  this  Act  during  the  year  is 


appended: — 

Private  Premises  treated  253 

Business  Premises  treated  85 

Local  Authority  Premises  treated  16 

Points  laid  — Private  Premises  695 

Points  laid  — Business  Premises  529 

Points  laid  — Local  Authority  Premises  ...  78 

Manholes  treated  50 

Visits  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  ...  92 

Wasps  Nests  destroyed  216 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

The  department  is  responsible  for  the  administration,  staffing  and  main- 
tenance of  the  following  public  conveniences  in  the  town: — 

Kingsbury  Ladies  and  Gents 

Friars  Square  Ladies  and  Gents 

Bus  Station  — Ladies  and  Gents 

Multi-Storey  Car  Park  — Ladies  and  Gents 

Cambridge  Street  Ladies  and  Gents 

Cattle  Market  — Gents 

Cattle  Market  Disabled  Persons 

Vale  — Ladies  and  Gents 

Old  Stoke  Road  — Ladies  and  Gents 

The  Kingsbury  Conveniences  are  attended  from  7 a.m.  until  10.30  p.m., 
and  the  Friars  Square  Conveniences  (in  the  shopping  precinct)  are  attended 
from  8 a.m.  until  6 p.m.  Mondays  to  Saturdays.  The  other  public  conveniences, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Cattle  Market,  are  open  for  24  hours  per  day. 

The  Bus  Station  Conveniences  are  newly  constructed,  and  were  opened  in 
January  of  this  year.  It  should  be  noted  that,  as  a matter  of  policy,  the  Council 
decided  that  they  would  remove  all  the  penny-in-the-slot  locks.  This  policy 
was  dictated  by  the  increasing  amount  of  vandalism,  the  costs  of  repair  and 
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maintenance  of  locks,  and  the  small  income  derived  from  this  source.  Subse- 
quent events  have  indicated  that  this  was  the  correct  decision  to  take. 

I regret  to  report  that  vandalism  in  the  public  conveniences  is  giving  the 
department  cause  for  concern,  but  as  will  be  appreciated,  this  is  not  an  easy 
problem  to  deal  with. 

A total  of  twelve  employees,  six  male  and  six  female,  are  employed  in 
manning  the  public  conveniences  in  the  town. 


PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928 


The  department  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  petroleum  installa- 
tions and  for  the  issue  of  licences  under  the  above  Act. 

One  new  petroleum  installation  was  licensed  during  the  year.  The  policy 
of  the  Petroleum  Companies  now  seems  to  be  to  alter  the  traditional  type  of 
petroleum  service  station  to  the  self-service  and  pre-payment  type.  Any  altera- 
tion in  the  licensed  installation  must  be  advised  to  the  Licensing  Authority, 
and  the  department  liaise  closely  with  the  Petroleum  Companies  when  changes 
of  this  kind  are  proposed,  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  proper  safety  precautions 
are  taken. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  licensed  premises  and  the 
inspections  that  have  been  made  etc.: — 

Licences  issued  for  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  and  mixtures  65 
Licences  issued  for  storage  of  carbide  of  calcium  ...  ...  1 

Inspection  of  petrol  and  carbide  stores  ...  ...  ...  59 


Quantity  licensed  to  be  stored: — 

Petroleum  Spirit 
Petroleum  Mixtures 
Carbide  of  Calcium 
Total  of  Licence  Fees 


195,924  gallons 
1 1,255  gallons 
300  lbs. 
£292.00 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Other  work  of  the  department  not  covered  by  any  of  the  previous  headings 


include  the  following: — 

Miscellaneous  Visits  528 

Interviews  1,836 

Complaints  received  and  investigated  293 

Infectious  Disease  Visits  63 

Pet  Animals  Act  Visits  ...  ...  ...  3 

Public  Convenience  Visits  688 


Nine  scrap  metal  dealers  are  registered  in  the  Borough,  and  six  slaughter- 
men’s licences  were  issued  during  the  year. 


R.  WALKER,  Borough  Public  Health  Inspector 
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